
Check all that apply 

Adapted from: 
The National Center for History in the Schools National Standards 

 

 

 
 

Era 2: Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 
 
 

The study of the colonial era in American history is essential because the foundations for many of the 
most critical developments in our subsequent national history were established in those years. The 
long duration of the nation's colonial period--nearly two centuries--requires that teachers establish clear 
themes. A continental and Caribbean approach best serves a full understanding of this era because 
North America and the closely linked West Indies were an international theater of colonial 
development.  One theme involves the intermingling of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans. 

• A second theme is the development of political and religious institutions and values. 
• A third theme is the economic development of the colonies through agriculture and commerce.  

 

 
Standard 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why they brought 
enslaved Africans to their colonies, and how Europeans struggled for 
control of North America and the Caribbean. 

 

 Standard 1A: The student understands how diverse immigrants affected the 
formation of European colonies.  

 Standard 1B: The student understands the European struggle for control of 
North America. 

 Standard 2: How political, religious, and social institutions emerged in the 
English colonies. 

 Standard 2A: The student understands the roots of representative 
government and how political rights were defined.  

 Standard 2B: The student understands religious diversity in the colonies and 
how ideas about religious freedom evolved. 

 Standard 2C: The student understands social and cultural change in British 
America.  

 
Standard 3: How the values and institutions of European economic life took 
root in the colonies, and how slavery reshaped European and African life in 
the Americas  

 Standard 3A: The student understands colonial economic life and labor 
systems in the Americas. 

 Standard 3B: The student understands economic life and the development of 
labor systems in the English colonies.  

 Standard 3C: The student understands African life under slavery.  

 
 


